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it is not that we are immoral or amoral, but that the
standards of morality have changed. It is not that
we are atheists but that our conception of religion
does not quite fit in with that of our fathers, and that
we are not prepared to accept the orthodox
interpretation of religion and to respect the shib-
boleths and dogmas which have degenerated into
mere ceremonial. And the idea that the millions of
our countrymen are exploited by an unscrupulous
clergy, which exists as a profession solely for profit,
masking themselves as saviours of the soul and
guides to the after-life, is repugnant to us. So we
would rather see religion wiped off the face of India
than that it should be practised in the way in which
it is.
Yet there are aspects of religion in India which
would make India the poorer for its disappearance.
Perhaps in India's struggle for existence it is the one
thing that has made that poor down-trodden
country hold up its head, when the brutality of.
lathi charges had almost broken the morale of its
people. Then religion has become the opium of
its people, putting to sleep tired efforts and broken
limbs, till refreshed they are able to arise again and
continue the struggle for existence, the struggle for
freedom, the struggle for self-respect.
At such stages of the national struggle the element
of conflict and of antagonism between rival religions
seems to disappear. Muslim does not feel antipathy